
Students entering 9th grade will be expected to read 2 books during the summer. One selection from this 
list and one “free choice”.  

 
CHEEKTOWAGA CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SUMMER READING LIST 
8TH GRADE GOING INTO 9TH GRADE 

 
The Angel Experiment : book 1  James Patterson 
After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "birdkids," who are the result of genetic experimentation, 
take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own origins and purpose. 

 
 
Autobiography of  My Dead Brother  Walter Dean Myers  
Jesse pours his heart and soul into his sketchbook to make sense of life in his troubled Harlem neighborhood and the loss of a close 
friend. 
 
The Book Thief    Markus Zusak 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and 
story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 
 
The Bully     Paul Langan, 
Darrell Mercer, a new student at Bluford High, decides it is time to take a stand after he tires of being harassed and threatened by 
bully Tyray Hobbs. 
 
The Dead and the Gone      Susan Beth Pfeffer 
After a meteor hits the moon and sets off a series of horrific climate changes, seventeen-year-old Alex Morales must take care of his 
sisters alone in the chaos of New York City. 
 
Deadline      Chris Crutcher 
Given the medical diagnosis of one year to live, high school senior Ben Wolf decides to fulfill his greatest fantasies, ponders his life's 
purpose and legacy, and converses through dreams with a spiritual guide known as "Hey-Soos". 
 
Elsewhere    Gabrielle Zevin 
After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is both like and unlike Earth, where she must 
adjust to her new status and figure out how to "live". 
 
The Hunger Games    Suzanne Collins 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in the annual Hunger Games, a grave competition hosted by 
the Capitol where young boys and girls are pitted against one another in a televised fight to the death. 
 
 
Impossible : a novel     Nancy Werlin 
When seventeen-year-old Lucy discovers her family is under an ancient curse by an evil Elfin Knight, she realizes that she must 
perform three impossible tasks before her daughter is born to break the curse and to save them both. 
 
The Juvie Three    Gordon Korman 
Gecko, Arjay, and Terence, all in trouble with the law, must find a way to keep their halfway house open in order to stay out of 
juvenile detention. 
 
Rumble Fish    S. E. Hinton 
A junior high school boy idolizes his older brother, the coolest, toughest guy in the neighborhood, and wants to be just like him. 
 
 
3 Willows : the Sisterhood Grows  Ann Brashares 
Ama, Jo, and Polly, three close friends from Bethesda, Maryland, spend the summer before ninth grade learning about themselves, 
their families, and the changing nature of their friendship. 
 
This list and the “Novel Journal Entry Form” may also be found at: 
 
CCMS Library Page:    http://www.cheektowagacentral.org/webpages/mslib/   
Click: Summer Reading and More 
Or 
CCHS Library Page  (Bottom of Page)  http://www.cheektowagacentral.org/webpages/suda/ 
 
Buffalo & Erie County Public Library   http://www.buffalolib.org/programs/readinglists2009/index.asp 


