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Dear Parents: 
 
The teachers of the English Language Arts Department at Lake Shore Middle and Senior High 
Schools believe that the key to children's reading success is making their reading experience 
entertaining, relaxing, and enjoyable.  In doing so, children will expand their literary 
backgrounds, increase their comprehension, and develop a more extensive vocabulary.  To that 
end, we suggest the following list of books for students to read over the summer just for the fun 
of reading.  Of course, your child can read many other books that spark his/her interest that are 
not on this list.  There will be no tests or writing assignments.  Just read for the fun and 
enjoyment of reading! 
 
We suggest browsing the shelves in libraries and bookstores with your child to find several 
exciting books for summer reading.  Possibly read together and discuss the stories.  Any reading 
that your child accomplishes this summer will help improve and enhance his/her reading skills. 
 
 
For students entering Grade 9: 
 
 
Autobiography of My Dead Brother W. Myers 
Congo M. Crichton 
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court M. Twain 
Firestarter S. King 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone J.K. Rowling 
I know Why the Caged Bird Sings M. Angelou 
Pigman Legacy P. Zindel 
Rules of the Road J. Bauer 
Slam! W. Myers 
That Was Then, This Is Now S.E. Hinton 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night M. Haddon 
The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon S. King 
The Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkein 
The Secret Life of Bees S. Kidd 
War of the Worlds H.G. Wells 
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