Erie County Taxpayers: Tour Return on vestment in the Library

Fublic braries do not just suggest the quality of ifle in a commurity, they also have a profound social and economic
inpact. Because libraty services and resoutces are largely free of charge and do not carty a price tag, theit trae worth
cat be underestimated and is seldom measured. The following information gquantifies the walues of some basic services

provided by the Buffalo and Ene County Public Libraty i 2006,

Online Databases

(). How much money did Erie County residents save by accessing
B&FECFL databaszes for magarine atrticles?

A:More than $4,000,000!

724 502 ( Total # of searches)
% $6. 25 ( Awerace cost to access articles online *

= $4,528,138 Total Savings

* Based on current average cost to retrieve article from a fee-based
website,

Borrower Savings

(). How much money did Erie County residents save by borrowing
hoolks, magazines, wdeos and Chs?

A: More than $110,000,000!

7,038,167 ( Total circulation)
% $16 [ Arerage retail walue * )
= $112,610,672 Total Savings

* fgrerage retail walue of material denwved from Bowlier Annual Library

& Book Trade Almanac 2005, School Library Journal, Fecording
Industry Assoctation of America, Consumer Electronics
Wanufacturers Association and Acquisitions librarians at BEECPL.

Computer Use
[): How much money did Exie County residents save by using
computers at the Library?
A: More than $16,000,000!

346,045 Computer sessions
¥ 3 hours &rerace titne per Sessi0n
=1, 039,875 Total # of computer hours

1,034,619 x $16/hr * = $16,638,000 Total Savings

*fgrerage retail charge = 30@/min or §16/hour

Program Attendance
). How much money did Enie County residents save by attending
programs i 20067
A: More than §700.000!

25,504 Adult program attendance
+ &1 070 Youne adult / chuldren’ sprogram attendance
= 109,464 Total program attendance

109 664 = $6.50 * = § 712,816 Savings

*(nst to attend a matinee movie at a local cinetna chain $6.50 Dollar
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