Contents of the U.S. Federal Census, 1850-1940

U.S. Census Overview 1850-1930 1850|1860(1870(1880|1885*(1900|1910|1920(1930(1940
Birth/Marriage/Death Information
Age X X X X X X X X X X
Birth, Month and year X
Birth, Month of, if born within year X X X
Birthplace X X X X X X X X X X
Children, Number born/still living? (women) X X #
Marital status X X X X X X X
Marriage, Age at first X #
Marriage, Month of, if within the year X
Marriage, Number of years in present X X
Marriage, within the year? X X X X X
Married more than once (women)? #
Relationship to head of family X X X X X X X
Citizenship/Immigration/Naturalization
Birthplace of father & mother X X X X X X X #
Citizenship of the foreign born X
Immigration to U.S., year of X X
Language, Speak English/mother tongue X X X X #
Naturalization, year of X
Naturalized or papers taken out? X X X X
Number of years in U.S. X X
Education
Education level X
Whether able to read & write
or attended school X X X X X X X X X X
Employment Information
Occupation X X X X X X X X X X
Unemployment information X X X X X X
Ethnicity
Color X X X X X X X X X X
Housing/Income/Property/Residence
Income data X
Name of street & number of house X X X X X X X
Residence (town/county) on April 1, 1935 X
Value of personal estate X X
Value of real estate X X X X X
Whether home/ farm free of mortgage X X X X
Military Information
If veteran or widow or child of veteran X X X H
Names/Personal Data
Disability: Various physical and/or mental X X X X X X
Disability: Temporary/permanent? X X
Name and gender X X X X X X X X X X
Whether a convict or pauper X X

* Remarks

5 states and territories chose to take an 1885 census with federal assistance - CO, FL,
NE, NM, Dakota

# Remarks

Only persons on lines 14 and 29 answered these questions




