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PICK e Meet Elizabeth Zott: a “formidable, unapologetic
and inspiring” (PARADE) scientist in 1960s California whose career takes a detour
when she becomes the unlikely star of a beloved TV cooking show in this novel
that is “irresistible, satisfying and full of fuel. It reminds you that change takes
time and always requires heat” (The New York Times Book Review).

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would
be the first to point out that there is no such thing as an average woman. But it’s
the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very
unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant,
Nobel—prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with—of all things—her
mind. True chemistry results.

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott
finds herself not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of America’s most
beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking
(“combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves
revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it



turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to
change the status quo. Laugh-out-loud funny, original and vibrant.
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“Benedict, who is white, and Murray, who is African American,
do a good job of depicting the tightrope Belle walked, and her internal conflict
from both sides—wanting to adhere to her mother's wishes and move through
the world as white even as she longed to show her father she was proud of her
race. Like Belle and her employer, Benedict and Murray had almost instant
chemistry, and as a result, the book's narrative is seamless...I| became hooked.” —
NPR

“A marvel of a story. This unflinching look at one woman’s meteoric rise
through New York’s high society is enthralling, lyrical, and rife with danger.
Belle’s painful secret and her inspiring courage will capture — and break —
your heart. Serious kudos to Benedict and Murray for bringing this true
story to life.”

—Fiona Davis, New York Times bestselling author

“This fictional account of Greene’s life feels authentic; the authors bring to life not
only Belle but all those around her. An excellent piece of historical fiction that
many readers will find hard to put down.” —Library Journal (starred review)



“A powerful take on the accomplishments of J.P. Morgan’s librarian.... Benedict
and Murray do a great job capturing Belle’s passion and tenacity as she carves a
place for herself in a racist male-dominated society. This does fine justice to a
remarkable historical figure.” —Publishers Weekly
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The Pan American Exposition in Buffalo, New York, meant to herald the twentieth
century, went tragically, spectacularly awry.

In 1901, Buffalo was the eighth-largest city in the United States, and its leaders
had big dreams. They would host a world’s fair, showcasing the Americas, and
bring millions of people to western New York. With nearby Niagara Falls as a
drawing card and with stunning colors and electric lights, they hoped the fair
would be more popular and more brilliant, literally, than Chicago’s White City of
1893.

In this extraordinary account, Margaret S. Creighton lifts the curtain on the
assassination of McKinley as well as on the fair’s lesser-known battles, involving
both notorious and forgotten figures. In a story that is by turns suspenseful,



heartrending, and triumphant, she reveals the myriad power struggles that not
only marked the Exposition but shaped the new century.



