Library Board of Trustees

Rachelle Walker, President

Deborah Zimmerman, Vice President
Joanne Goellner, Secretary

Kathleen Winde, Treasurer

Kathleen Campbell

Nancy Costello

Judith Farmer

Deborah Mamon

Town Board Liaison
Anthony Sebastiano

Gifts and Donations

The library recieves additional support
from the following organization and
groups, as well as several individuals.

Thank you to all!
e Lions Club of East Aurora
¢ Kiwanis Club of Marilla

Friends of the Marilla Free Library
Special thank you to the Friends! They
held their Spring Paperback Sale &
Vendor Fair. The Annual Book Sale was
held in October and it was very
successful. Friends raised money to
support the library and children’s
programming. The Friends are always
looking to add to their membership.
Please consider being a Friend of the
Library!

Marilla Free Library

Marilla Free
Library

Library Staff
Shannon Thompson, Library Director

Cathyrn Urquhart , Senior Library Clerk
Kathleen Geib, Clerk Typist

Joseph Erwin, Senior Page

Chloe Green, Page

Kenneth Grzeskowiak, Caretaker

MISSION

The Marilla Free Library is dedicated to
providing access to information, supporting
lifelong learning, and encouraging a love of
reading through resources, programs and
services.

Annual Report
2025

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Wednesday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
11637 Bullis Rd

Thursday 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Friday Closed Marilla NY 14102
Saturday ~ 10:00 am - 3:00 pm (716) 652-7449

mar@buffalolib.org
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History of the Marilla Free
Library

In 1912, a group of citizens under the
leadership of Dr. and Mrs. L.B. Lougee,
formed a book circle. This group called
themselves the Book Lover’s Club. The first
library began in the home of the Lougees
and remained there for 23 years. In May of
1936 the existing library building was
dedicated. It had been built through the
efforts of this local library association. In
1948, the Marilla Free Library was invited
to join the Buffalo and Erie County Public
Library system. Mrs. Lougee was the first
librarian and continued in that position for
41 years, until 1956.

Library Improvments
In 2025 the library replaced the HVAC

unit for the upper level of the library.

Help from the Town
The Town of Marilla continues to be a

great benefactor to our library by
providing $25,000 in support.

More Than Books...

We now have a puzzle collection in addition
to Lawn Games available for public
borrowing. Learning kits are available to
check out. These kits enrich STEAM
activities for educators and families.
Hotspots, Chromebooks, and CPR Anytime,
Hands-On training kits are also available for
public borrowing.

YEAR IN REVIEW

We had 1,058 children and adults attended
51 in library programs. 161 children
participated in one-on-one programs. 195
people registered for the New York State
Summer Reading Program “Color Our
World”. We held 11 early literacy programs
that were attended by 106 children and
parents.

Our Book Club held monthly meetings.
Throughout the year we held Lego night
programs. We celebrated Take Your Child to
the Library Day in February. In the spring,
we had our Build a Leprechaun Trap
program and our popular Peep House
program. We had our March Madness Book
Edition, children read picture books and
voted to crown a champion. The 2025
champion was The Knight Owl by
Christopher Denise. In the fall, we held our
Make a Haunted Graham Cracker House
program. We had a special Halloween Glow
Paint Program and a costume party for kids.
We had a Dogman program and scavenger
hunt. We ended the year with our Make a
Graham Cracker House program and our fun
Noon Years Eve Party.

We offered our very popular Take and Make
activity kits. The kits include book lists,
activities and a craft all centered around
various seasons, holidays or special events
held at the library.

We had 25 summer programs, which
included story hour programs, Taste the
Rainbow, Messy Art, Family Glow Paint, Tie
Dye, Hydro Painting, Blacklight Paint Party
as well as Magic & Balloon Twisting with
Cris Johnson and the Buffalo Zoo Touch of
Class program for families to enjoy.

Marilla Primary School classes visited the
library. We also provided meeting space for
various organizations including Girl Scout
troops. We participated in the Town of
Marilla Ag-Day in September by providing
Family Fun Games and prizes.

Numbers to Note

e 39,087 Materials Circulated

e 10,843 Visits to the Library

e 1,577 Reference Questions Answered

e 456 Individuals Used Computers

e 1,058 People Attended 51 Library
Programs

e 161 One-On-One Programs

e 1,214 Library Wi-Fi Sessions

e 70 Non-Library Sponsored Events
were Held in the Library

Number of Materials Held
Books/Print Materials: 17,510
DVDs/Video: 7,044

Audio: 1,387

Other Materials: 159

Total Held: 26,100

Materials Added in 2025: 1,835
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