
Greetings from the 
Buffalo & Erie County 

Public Library!



Library website www.buffalolib.org

• Library locations – Find your local library! 
(Each page contains hours, programs, book sales & more!)

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-and-hours

• The Buffalo & Erie County Public Library (B&ECPL) consists of a Central 
Library, 8 branches in the City of Buffalo and 22 contract member libraries 
which operate 28 facilities outside the City of Buffalo. 

http://www.buffalolib.org/
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-and-hours


Library on Wheels - Bookmobile
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/bookmobile

• Check out books, movies, music, audiobooks.

• Use free WiFi.

• Get a library card or update your account.

• Pickup holds and return items – just like at any library!

• Can provide story times and programming.

• Have questions answered and be helped with a variety of needs.

Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/bflobookmobile/

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/bookmobile
https://www.instagram.com/bflobookmobile/
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/bookmobile
https://www.instagram.com/bflobookmobile/


Online Catalog
•Online Catalog – Search for books & order them to your local library

Can’t find what you’re looking for locally? Try interlibrary loan!

https://bepl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:802225/one
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/interlibrary-loan
https://bepl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default


E-Books & E-audiobooks
• Libby/Overdrive Download instructions https://buffalo.overdrive.com/

• Advanced Search - https://buffalo.overdrive.com/advanced-search

https://www.buffalolib.org/books-movies-music/download-instructions
https://buffalo.overdrive.com/
https://buffalo.overdrive.com/advanced-search
https://buffalo.overdrive.com/
https://buffalo.overdrive.com/advanced-search


E-Resources
• Browse this collection of educational and entertaining ebooks and 

audiobooks, donated by OverDrive to support young readers in our 
community. There’s no wait to check out these titles and 
more! https://buffalo.overdrive.com/collection/1091869

• Freegal (FREE downloads – up to 5 a week!)

• Databases

https://buffalo.overdrive.com/collection/1091869%C2%A0
https://buffalolib.freegalmusic.com/home
https://www.buffalolib.org/research-resources
http://dbaz.buffalolib.org/dbaz.php


Helpful YouTube videos
• OverDrive: Getting the Libby App: https://youtu.be/vmht3LNVam4

• OverDrive: eReader Questions and Answers: https://youtu.be/wU16bxpjlyA  

• OverDrive: Reading Digitally During and After Library Closures:
https://youtu.be/Dnw-AH5OvdU

• How to Suggest a Purchase

Did you know you can suggest a purchase for titles that the library system does 
not currently own? Find out how in this video!     
https://youtu.be/_cxKjEG7A5U

Videos created by Hamburg Public Library

https://youtu.be/vmht3LNVam4
https://youtu.be/wU16bxpjlyA
https://youtu.be/Dnw-AH5OvdU
https://youtu.be/_cxKjEG7A5U
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/hamburg-public-library


How can educators get students a library card?
• Library card applications can be printed online or obtained at any library

• E-library card for all ages! http://vf.buffalolib.org/vufind/OnlineSignup/Home/

Adult applicants, 17 and up, will receive a full privilege card.

Youth applicants, 16 and younger, are able to apply for one of two card types:

•  If a parent/guardian fills in the consent area of the form, the applicant will receive a full privilege youth 
card.  Parents will have an opportunity to change the profile to restrict video or Internet permissions 
upon receipt of the physical card. 

•  If the parent/guardian section is not completed, the applicant will receive a Student Digital Card. 
A Student Digital Card is enabled for online services only, including OverDrive, Freegal, and homework     
help via the research databases, etc.  These cards cannot be used to check out library materials, nor do 
they allow the cardholder to access the Internet on a library computer.  The card can be upgraded by 
visiting any library location with the parent/guardian.  

• All successful applicants receive their library card numbers via email.  
The physical cards are mailed to each cardholder’s home address.

• Read Down Your Fines (ages 16 and under)
https://www.buffalolib.org/kids/books-read-down-your-fines

http://vf.buffalolib.org/vufind/OnlineSignup/Home/
https://www.buffalolib.org/kids/books-read-down-your-fines


• Virtual content - https://www.buffalolib.org/whats-happening
Storytimes, STEM challenges, sensory activities, craft demonstrations, virtual 
escape rooms, book clubs and more!

• Take & Makes / Grab & Go activities (while supplies last)

Library Programs

https://www.buffalolib.org/whats-happening


Social Media

• Facebook

• Instagram

• Twitter @buffalolibrary.central                         @buffalolibrary

• Pinterest 

• YouTube

• YouTube (Children’s Department)

• All Booked Up podcast (SoundCloud)

• Branches have separate social media pages

https://www.facebook.com/buffalolibrary.central?ref=ts
http://www.instagram.com/buffalolibrary
http://twitter.com/buffalolibrary
http://pinterest.com/buffalolibrary/
http://www.youtube.com/user/BECPLTrainingLab
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZh3wCwiVcT4vklKeb0-94A
https://soundcloud.com/allbookedup
https://www.facebook.com/buffalolibrary.central
http://twitter.com/buffalolibrary
http://www.instagram.com/buffalolibrary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZh3wCwiVcT4vklKeb0-94A
http://pinterest.com/buffalolibrary/


More E-Resources

• Subject Guides
https://www.buffalolib.org/subject-guides/all

Virtual Learning/Homeschooling Resources

Parenting Resources

Guides are updated often to ensure timely content.

• Kids Resources (including a blog!)
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/kids

• Teen Resources (including a blog!)
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/teens

https://www.buffalolib.org/subject-guides/all
https://www.buffalolib.org/subject-guides/education-resources/virtual-learninghomeschooling
https://www.buffalolib.org/subject-guides/home-and-family/parenting
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/kids
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/teens
https://www.buffalolib.org/subject-guides/all
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/kids
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/teens


Summer Reading 
• Summer Reading Lists

https://www.buffalolib.org/books-movies-music/summer-reading-list

Check that the library is stocked with titles on the list for summer 
reading – if not, contact a librarian!

•Online Reading Contests (Summer & Winter) – Write reviews 
to for a chance to win a prize! Branch libraries often have their own 
in-person summer reading program with prizes

• Teacher Resources 
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/teachers

https://www.buffalolib.org/books-movies-music/summer-reading-list
https://www.buffalolib.org/services/teachers


Book Club in a Bag

The bags are checked 

out for 6 weeks and can

be returned to any 

Buffalo and Erie County 

Public Library location.

For multiple copies not
listed – ask a librarian.

https://www.buffalolib.org/book-clubs/book-club-bag

https://www.buffalolib.org/book-clubs/book-club-bag
https://www.buffalolib.org/content/book-clubs/book-club-bag?field_book_category_value=All


Book Club in a Bag
Kits are available through 

the Library's request system 

in the card catalog. If a kit is 

not "available" when you 

place your request, you may

not receive it in time for 

your club's schedule.

YA titles 

https://www.buffalolib.org/content/book-clubs/book-club-bag?field_book_category_value=All


Book Club in a Bag
Graphic novel classroom kit

Each Graphic Novel Classroom 
Kit contains 30 copies of the 
selected book, subject specific 
audio/visual material, a folder 
of support materials and an 
information/contents sheet.

https://www.buffalolib.org/get-graphic/graphic-novel-classroom-kits

https://www.buffalolib.org/books-and-reading/get-graphic

https://www.buffalolib.org/get-graphic/graphic-novel-classroom-kits
https://www.buffalolib.org/books-and-reading/get-graphic


Current Trend - Library of Things
• Describes collections of things other than books that are being loaned 

like books, for no charge.

• Elma Public Library - https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/elma-public-library

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/elma-public-library


Library of Things 

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/boston-free-library - Boston Free Library

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/boston-free-library


Library of Things 
• Aurora Town Public Library - https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/aurora-town-public-library

•Must be checked out on an adult library card, by an adult, 17 years of age or older.

•Please pick up and return Things only at the front desk of the Aurora Town Public 

Library. Please do not return Things in the book drop.

•Things circulate for one week with one renewal.

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/aurora-town-public-library


• Town of Collins Public Library - https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/town-collins-public-library

Borrow a metal detector, tennis set, and more! Items must be borrowed from 
and returned to the Collins Library with an Adult card. Check out what's 
available through the catalog!

• North Collins Public Library - https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/north-collins-public-library

These items can be checked out on an adult card for 7 days.

Library of Things

https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/town-collins-public-library
https://bit.ly/33my5iV
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/north-collins-public-library


STEM Kits

STEM Kit Circulation Guidelines 
and Agreement

Clarence Public Library
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/clarence-public-library

https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/users/cla/files/STEM%20Kit%20Circulation%20Guidelines%20and%20Agreement.pdf
https://www.buffalolib.org/locations-hours/clarence-public-library


Library of Things

•NASA Explorers Backpack
https://www.buffalolib.org/nasa-space-explorers-backpack

• Learn how to use a simple telescope

• Program a mini robot

• Learn about space, planets & constellations

• The backpack contains everything you will 
need to get started including a 76 mm 
FunScope telescope, Code & Go Robot
Mouse, charts, books and instructions.

https://www.buffalolib.org/nasa-space-explorers-backpack
https://www.buffalolib.org/nasa-space-explorers-backpack


Second Floor Central Library Exhibit

• Featuring Aesop’s Fables, Fairy Tales, Mother Goose, ABC books, 
primers, pop-up books, classic children’s titles, a “Goodnight Library” 
area and more!

• https://www.buffalolib.org/whats-happening/b-book

• https://www.buffalolib.org/b-book/families-schools

• Search & Find and Scavenger Hunt

https://www.buffalolib.org/whats-happening/b-book
https://www.buffalolib.org/b-book/families-schools
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/exhibit/b-book/B%20is%20for%20Book%20Search%20and%20Find%20ages%202-5.pdf
https://www.buffalolib.org/sites/default/files/exhibit/b-book/Scavenger%20Hunt%20Ages%205-9.pdf
https://www.buffalolib.org/whats-happening/b-book


Award Winners - Caldecott

• The Caldecott Medal was named in honor of nineteenth-century 
English illustrator Randolph Caldecott. It is awarded annually by 
the Association for Library Service to Children, a division of the 
American Library Association, to the artist of the most distinguished 
American picture book for children.

• http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/c
aldecottmedal

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecottmedal


Award Winners - Newbery

• The Newbery Medal was named for eighteenth-century British bookseller 
John Newbery. It is awarded annually by the Association for Library 
Service to Children, a division of the American Library Association, to the 
author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for 
children.

• http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/newberymedal


Award Winners - Coretta Scott King Book Awards

• The Coretta Scott King Book Awards are given annually to 
outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for 
children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of 
African American culture and universal human values. The award 
commemorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
honors his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, for her courage and 
determination to continue the work for peace and world 
brotherhood.

• http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards

http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/cskbookawards


Other notable awards
• Printz Award                http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award

The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary excellence in 
young adult literature. It is named for a Topeka, Kansas school librarian who was a long-time 
active member of the Young Adult Library Services Association. The award is sponsored by
Booklist, a publication of the American Library Association.

• (Theodor Seuss) Geisel Award      http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/geiselaward

The Geisel Award is given annually to the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished American
book for beginning readers published in English in the United States during the preceding year.

• Pura Belpré Awards http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpremedal

The award is named after Pura Belpré, the first Latina librarian at the New York Public Library.
The Pura Belpré Award, established in 1996, is presented annually to a Latino/Latina writer 
and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural 
experience in an outstanding work of literature for children and youth.

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/www.booklistonline.com
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/geiselaward
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/belpremedal


Website for Parents (and educators too!)
• Reviews for movies/tv shows, books, apps & games

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/

https://www.commonsense.org/education/

• Lessons about Digital Citizenship (Designed and developed in partnership with Project Zero at the 

Harvard Graduate School of Education -- and guided by research with thousands of educators -- each digital citizenship lesson 
takes on real challenges and digital dilemmas that students face today, giving them the skills they need to succeed as digital 

learners, leaders, and citizens tomorrow), and EdTech Reviews.

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/


Thank you!

Questions? Contact:
Kristi Dougherty

Manager, Children’s Services & Outreach

doughertyk@buffalolib.org

mailto:doughertyk@buffalolib.org

