English Department
West Seneca West Senior High School

June 2026

Dear Parents / Guardians of Students Entering English 11:

Reading during the summer develops lifelong reading habits, and it is an important part of West Senior’s
English curriculum.

The reading choices for students entering English 11 are listed on the attached page and on West Senior’s
website. Students will complete a written assessment in English class during the first week of school. We
recommend students take notes while reading their book and/or bring their book to class the first week.
Students will be able to use their handwritten notes and/or the book during the written assessment.

Each grade level has a different list, so students should be sure to choose from the list that corresponds to the
grade level they are entering in September. Students entering Grade 9 Honors, English 10 Honors, English 11
Honors and 12 Honors/AP have a different assignment. Students who are enrolled in one of those classes in the
fall but did not receive the assignment specific to that class can access the correct assignment on West Senior’s
website under School Resources and then under 2026 Summer Reading List.

The books on the list cover a wide range of reading levels and genres. If needed, students can receive help
selecting a book from the list by speaking to their English teacher or Ms. Knaze, West Senior’s school librarian,
before the end of school in June. While students may want to purchase a copy of the book to bring it to school
in September, it is also possible to borrow the book from the library or an English teacher. Depending on
availability, students can check out their selected book from West Senior’s library before school ends in June or
borrow it from the public library. An electronic copy of the book may be obtained using SORA, accessible
through the West Senior library’s web site at http://wswshs.wscschools.libguides.com/home, or through the
West Seneca Public Library’s catalog of ebooks and via Overdrive at
https://bepl.ent.sirsi.net/client/en_US/default. If students are borrowing a book/e-book from the library, they
should take notes as they read to review before the in-class written assessment. Students will not be permitted to
use their phones to access ebooks or notes.

We believe this program will enhance our students’ reading skills. If students have any questions during the
summer, they can email their previous English teacher or pcarlone@wscschools.org. We appreciate your
cooperation and look forward to an exciting and successful school year!

Sincerely,

The Faculty of the West Seneca West English Department
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Summer Reading List for Students Entering English 11, 2026

Beneath the Skin by Kyla Stone

Bronxwood by Coe Booth

Unstoppable by Tim Green

You Win in the Locker Room First: The 7 C's to Build A Winning Team by Jon Gordon
Adrift by Paul Griffin

Red Rising by Pierce Brown

Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld

Clockwork Angel by Cassandra Clark

Blood and Sand by C.V. Wyk

Defiant by Lesley Livingston

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard

Shadowshaper by Daniel José Older

Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac by Gabrielle Zevin

Openly Straight by Bill Konigsberg

Eleven Seconds by E. M. Swift and Travis Roy*

No Easy Day: The Firsthand Account of the Mission that Killed Osama Bin Laden by Mark Owen,
Kevin Maurer

Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler

The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern
That'’s Not My Name by Megan Lally

Titles Available from English Teachers

I'll Give You The Sun by Jandy Nelson

Every Day by David Levithan

A Court of Thorns and Roses by Sarah Maas
Beneath A Meth Moon by Jacqueline Woodson
Hate List by Jennifer Brown

Black and White by Paul Volponi

Burned by Ellen Hopkins



